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THE IOWA HOMEMAKER 
ALBERT 
"The little high chair in the dining room, 
Is a handsomer thing by far 
Than the costly chairs in the lonely 
gloom 
Of the childless mansions are. 
For the sweetest laughter the world has 
known 
Comes day by day from that humble 
throne, 
And the happiest tables, morn and night, 
Have a high chair placed at the mother's 
right." 
AS A SENIOR at Iowa State College 
spending my six weeks at the Home 
Management House I realized the truth 
of the above statement and that there 
was something lacking in our home at· 
mosphere, but we could not put our fingers 
on it. Everyone seemed to be performing 
their separate duties, but still our deeper 
responsibilities were not being chal· 
lenged. Four weeks of this state of af· 
fairs existed-but at the end of the next 
two weeks it was an entirely different 
story with us. Why?-well just simply 
this. 
During the first week of February Al· 
bert, or "Sonny Boy" as we call him, age 
sixteen months, came to live with us at 
the Beach House and Gretchen, age 
twelve months, went to the Knapp House. 
Since I lived at the Beach House I can 
speak better from the standpoint of "Son-
ny Boy's" influence. 
It seemed that the minute "Sonny Boy" 
reached our house the whole group of 
ten girls changed and with them the en· 
tire surroundings and atmosphere. The 
Home Management House plus "Sonny 
Boy" opened up an interesting experience 
for us and drew aside the gorgeous cur-
tains of a big stage. I must say that it 
was one of the most valuable and appre-
ciated experiences of my four years at 
Iowa State College. My Alma Mater 
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could not have done a greater thing for 
me and could not have given me more. 
There is no more wonderful stage than 
the Child's world because it is the most 
real world. Coming in contact with a 
child lets us go back to play-time and 
time again-back to our toys and games, 
baseball, doll carriages and our Indians 
and trails. And more, it has given us a 
vision of what childhood means and in 
turn our responsibilities toward chil· 
dren. Sometimes I wish that we might 
never grow up except in kindness and 
thoughtfulness and bigness of heart. 
Children do so much for us-they revo-
lutionize the world for us-they make us 
give the best, in fact the very best which 
we can produce. 
Our group of ten girls would never 
have known each other in quite the same 
way if it had not been for ' , Sonny Boy". 
Friendships, no doubt, have been formed 
for life, since "Sonny Boy" has tied the 
square knot. We see things in a different 
light and understand and appreciate each 
other better. 
Many happy experiences might be re-
lated, but one which I shall never forget 
was the day when "Sonny Boy" first 
learned to walk. He had been playing in 
the dining room by himself when sudden-
ly his child director heard a conscious 
little giggle, and on looking around what 
should she see but "Sonny Boy" strut-
ting proudly thru the open door of the 
dining room. In a few minutes he had 
his family quite excited and delighted. 
But "Sonny" just seemed to give them 
the understanding that he could have 
walked long before if he had only wanted 
to. He toddled down the hall looking 
as if "The next surprise I am going to 
spring on you is to talk." 
Gretchen calile to visit "Sonny Boy" 
during the spring vacation and to onlook-
ers it seemed as if a little romance might 
be developing during their time together. 
"Sonny Boy" greeted his little guest with 
the most fascinating smile while she ex-
pressed her pleasure in shrill little laughs. 
They seemed to find in each other most 
enjoyable companionships. Their cribs 
were in the same room- they took their 
naps together and seemed to vie with each 
other in playing the chanticle·er in the 
morning. 
Since that time they have played to· 
gether often and here again we have a 
chance to study their interesting person· 
alities and realize their differences. 
Gretchen, rapid in her movements from 
the first, could easily outstrip "Sonny 
Boy" in .any race; Gretchen uses the scoot· 
ing m ethod and "Sonny Boy" the old-fash-
ioned crawl. Gretchen rather likes an 
audience for her play or a playmate in her 
play, while "Sonny Boy" is quite con· 
tented to play alone. One sees from the 
beginning that one child needs to be 
taught self-reliance, while the other needs 
to learn self-control. 
We see where the foundations for so 
many lessons in life are first learned- we 
are almost overwhelmed with the task of 
helping in the formation of right h abits. 
We can see how serious it would be if we 
did not encourage "Sonny Boy" to keep 
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his happy disposition in the foreground, 
or if we gave to Gretchen all the things 
she seems to want. 
We have also had brought before us the 
difference in their physical requirements. 
Our boy is large for his age and possesses 
a healthy appetite; our little girl is not 
as large as she should be and needs per-
suasion to help her consume her quart of 
milk a day. However, she has roses in 
her cheeks always, while he needs fresh 
air and exercise to make and keep the 
healthy color. 
These are just a few of the things we 
have learned about our babies. Every 
day has added to our store of worth-while 
experience. All the days have been richer 
because of them. 
The ambitions are high for these dear 
children of ours. "Sonny Boy" is to as-
pire for the Presidency of the college and 
Gretchen for the Dean of Home Econom-
ics. It is only fitting and proper, isn't it? 
My whole attitude toward the Home 
Management House and toward the Home 
as represented by it, has been changed 
within a few weeks. My college life 
would not have been complete without 
this last correlation of all the best and 
biggest things it had to give me. Did I 
ever question "A little child shall lead 
them". 
"And now we CO!!ld not get along 
Without their laughter and their song. 
Joy is not bottled on a shelf, 
It cannot feed upon itself. 
And even love, if it shall wear, 
Must find its happiness and care; 
Dull we'd become of mind and speech 
Had we no little ones to teach. 
No children in the house to play, 
Oh, we could never live that way." 
GRETCHEN 
